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Opening Remarks 
 
The annual meeting of INSARAG USAR Team Leaders was held in The Hague, Netherlands 
from 15-18 September 2013, hosted by the Government of Netherlands and the City of The 
Hague. This meeting was jointly organised by USAR.NL and the Field Coordination Support 
Section (FCSS-INSARAG Secretariat), Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA), Geneva. 
 
Opening remarks were made by the following: 

- Mr. Jozias van Aartsen, the Mayor of The Hague;  
- Mr. Joost Andriessen, Director Humanitarian Affairs of the Ministry of International Trade 

and Development; 
- Mr. Peter Bos, National Commander of USAR.NL; and 
- Mr. Terje Skavdal, United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 

(OCHA) and Secretariat of INSARAG. 

Terje Skavdal, on behalf of OCHA and the participants, expressed appreciation and thanked 
the Government of the Netherlands for organizing and hosting this meeting. 
 
 
Participants Introduction and Adoption of Agenda 
 
A total of 135 participants, from 44 countries and organisations attended the meeting  
(see Annex A). 
 
The meeting adopted the agenda unanimously (see Annex B). 
 
 
Meeting Proceedings 
 
Day 1 – 16 September 2013 
 

1. Update of INSARAG Activities in 2012/13  

Terje Skavdal updated the participants on the events that have occurred within 
INSARAG since the 2012 Team Leaders meeting. Areas reported on included the 
outcomes of the INSARAG Steering Group and UNDAC Advisory Board Meetings held 
in Geneva in February 2013, the 2012 meetings of three regional groups, and other 
regional events. Key on the agenda of these meetings was discussions on the INSARAG 
Governance.  
 
He also informed the participants on the upcoming key events scheduled for the rest of 
2013. The participants were also strongly encouraged to contribute relevant articles and 
information to the INSARAG Secretariat for posting to the INSARAG Homepage: 
http://www.insarag.org . 
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2. Update from the INSARAG Working Groups: 

• Mr. Dewey Perks, Chair of the Training Working Group, gave a presentation on behalf of 
the Training Working Group. He updated the participants on the work done by the TWG 
over the last year and gave an overview of its planned activities into 2013-14. Key 
updates are: The TWG is represented in the GRG and will work on the conversion of 
Guidelines Chapter G to a “Capacity Building” Handbook and will facilitate USAR inputs 
to the UNDAC Handbook revision process. The 1st Responder training package is 
completed and will be available for the INSARAG community. The work on ‘e-learning’ 
processes continues. 

 
• Mr. Trevor Glass, Chair of the Medical Working Group, gave a presentation on behalf of 

the Medical Working Group. He updated the participants on the activities of the MWG 
over the last year and provided an overview of the ongoing linkages with the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and Foreign Medical Teams (FMT).  Key updates include 
the drafting of a provisional medical guidance note on “USAR in Extreme Environments”, 
support to the GRG for review of the INSARAG Guidelines and collaboration with TWG 
and OWG in reviewing the IEC/R checklist. MWG member, Mr. Rudi Coninx from WHO 
provided additional information on the ongoing collaboration about FMTs on (minimum) 
standards setting and future coordination of responding medical trauma/surgical teams.    

 
The Chairman’s Summaries of the Working Group Meeti ngs including their work 
plans will be made available on the Virtual OSOCC a nd INSARAG web site.  

 
 

3. INSARAG External Classification/Reclassification  Process and Lessons from 
USAR Teams, Mentors and Team Leaders 

The Chair of the TWG reported on the progress of the revision of the IEC/R Handbook 
and the objective was to clarify issues pertaining to the checklist items. The TWG in 
consultation with the other working groups will develop these revisions and recommend 
that it be introduced in 2014. 
 
The INSARAG Secretariat updated the meeting on the IEC/R developments in 2013 and 
planned activities for 2014 and expressed appreciation for the support from IEC member 
countries for contributing suitable classifiers. The INSARAG Secretariat welcomes IEC 
teams to nominate suitable classifiers to participate as classifiers in 2014 and to 
contribute to the ‘reserve pool’ of classifiers. Following current Best Practice, teams 
preparing for classification (or reclassification) are strongly encouraged to participate in 
upcoming IEC/R exercises as observers. 
 
Lessons sharing on the IEC/R were made by the following: 

 
• IEC/R 2012 experience from Hungary (successful Classification and 

Reclassification),  
• IER preparations- updates from China (IER roadmap till 2014); 
• Capacity building model used by Chile for its Classification ( target for 2016) 

Singapore shared on a proposal, to review the current resource heavy approach to the 
IER process. The initiative was welcomed by the Steering Group in 2013, and will be 
discussed in the upcoming regional group meetings.  
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Key IEC/R findings discussed: 
 
- Timely and close engagements amongst all stakeholders; (National focal point, USAR 

team, mentor, IEC team leader and the INSARAG Secretariat) is crucial for a 
successful IEC/R; 

- Capacity building should start at the national level (chapter G) before embarking on 
IEC; 

- Singapore’s IER proposal reinforces current language found in the IEC/R Handbook. 
Participants were reminded that changes to the Reclassification process however 
need to consider the reasoning behind current practices such as considerations for 
staff turnover, continuity plans and the value of such exercises with the presence of a 
selected group of international peer review team.  

 
4. Proposed USAR Coordination: Assessment, Search a nd Coordination 

Methodology 

The INSARAG Secretariat reiterated the importance of the INSARAG guidelines and the 
crucial role of coordination to ensure efficient delivery of aid and rescue to the affected 
population. There is a need for the international community to adapt and change 
accordingly to meet the challenges faced in the disaster environment. Coordination may 
be scaled up when necessary; while remaining cautious that over empowering 
coordination could hinder the response process. 
 
Mr. Peter Crook, acting Chair of the Operations Working Group (OWG) informed the 
participants on the status of the work done on the USAR Coordination Methodology 
process.  

 
 

The Day 1 meeting adjourned at 1730 hrs. 
 
 
DAY 2 – 17 September 2013 
 

5. INSARAG Guidelines Review Process and Breakout G roup Discussions 

The Chair of the Guidelines Review Group (GRG), Ambassador Manuel Bessler and 
attending GRG members provided an update on the work done thus far and presented 
their work plan. 
 
To gain input from the attending Team Leaders, breakout groups were established to 
discuss the following operational and technical inputs to assist the work of the GRG: 
 
Task 1: Discussions on Volume II: INSARAG Operational Guidance - what are the areas 
to be incorporated, what needs review, and who can provide the resource. 
 
Task 2: Discussions on Volume III: INSARAG Field Guide - what are the areas to be 
incorporated, what needs review, and who can provide the resource. 
 
Task 3: Discussion on Technical References - how can your organisation contribute to 
this, and what are their limitations. 

 
 
 



INSARAG Team Leaders Meeting 2013, The Hague, 16-18 September 2013   | 4 
 

 
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) 

Coordination Saves Lives | www.unocha.org 

The main GRG discussions are summarized as follows : 
 

• Volumes I and II are distinctly separated by their Policy Content (Volume I) and 
Technical and Operational (Volume II);  

• Volume III or the “INSARAG Field Operations Guide” is a pocket book size document 
that contains operational content applicable for response. It will take into account the 
realities and practicalities of USAR tactical operations, including media management 
and safety, and cultural issues (in checklist format); 

• ‘Thick books’ will not be the recommended final product. Regardless the size 
however, all work will be designed to share electronically and in apps for smart 
devices. An important consideration is to maintain a balance between hard copy 
documents and electronic form; 

• The INSARAG Secretariat was asked to determine a way to provide better 
communication with the INSARAG community. Presently the INSARAG Political and 
Operations Focal Points are used for distribution, but this does not seem to be 
reliable or consistent; 

• Ambassador Bessler reminded the participants that ‘Nothing is cast in stone’, 
including the naming of the volumes and feedback from the INSARAG community 
remains crucial. The attending USAR Team Leaders were challenged to take 
ownership of the INSARAG Guidelines and should actively contribute to the review 
work; 

• The INSARAG Guidelines remain a living document and while main revisions are 
conducted every 5 years. New changes which are accepted would be announced, 
and would be added to replace the particular chapter/paragraph and recorded;  

• Volumes I and II are equally important and serve various stakeholders. These include 
countries accepting international USAR assistance, those providing international 
assistance, and building USAR capacity at all levels at stated in GA 57/150; 

• The Team Leaders have identified 2 members from the USAR community to 
represent them in the GRG. They are Mr Arjan Stam from USAR.NL, and Mr Paul 
Burns from the New Zealand Fire Service ; 

• The current version of the INSARAG Guidelines remains in force, till the approval of 
the INSARAG Steering Group (ISG) in 2015. 

 
(The outcomes of the Breakout discussions will be forwarded to the GRG for 
consideration) 

 
6. Proposed USAR Coordination: Assessment, Search a nd Coordination 

Methodology(continued) 

The OWG continued to provide briefings on the coordination methodology to prepare the 
participants for the breakout group discussion conducted during the meeting’s last day. 
 
(The draft coordination handbook is available on the Virtual OSOCC)  

 
 

The Day 2 Meeting adjourned at 1800h. An informal BBQ hosted by USAR.NL was 
organized in the evening for participants. 
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DAY 3 – 18 September 2013 
 

7. Proposed USAR Coordination: Assessment, Search a nd Coordination 
Methodology – Discussions and Summing Up (continued ) 

The main discussions are summarized as follows : 
 

• International USAR is primarily a bilateral response; with voluntarily participation by 
responders. Greater clarity (and importance) on engagements with LEMA, OSOCC 
and national Teams should be taken into account; 

• The existing systems within the INSARAG and OSOCC Guidelines took a decade to 
be disseminated and for many national teams to adopt and integrate into their training 
programme and national response systems. The methodology is a positive first step, 
and needs to be clearly seen as an “improved evolution”, instead of a drastic make 
over; 

• Several participants expressed their concern that the sector coordinator could be 
responsible for all areas;  

• It is understood by all that the UC (USAR Coordination) function is a part of the 
OSOCC Operations function; 

• It was suggested that the levels might be improved by merging ASR 1 and 2;  
• The methodology could possibly be improved with further simplification that includes 

greater flexibility and uses a realistically ‘scalable system’; 
• It was suggested that additional clarity is needed about the types of USAR 

coordination meetings needed. As example number of Team Leaders meeting, and 
how these relate to Sector meetings; 

• Responding international USAR teams are expected to second staff (liaison officers) 
to the RDC/OSOCC, as per the INSARAG Guidelines. That Liaison Officer will now 
be used as intended by supporting the UC;  

• There were numerous comments and suggestions on the various Triage and 
Extrication forms—these will be addressed; 

• The 2015 INSARAG Guidelines Volume II will be the “home” of the USAR 
Coordination Handbook; a detailed implementation plan will be drafted. 

• EMERCOM of Russia is of the view that the proposed UC system could be too 
complex and might hamper rapid USAR response. 

In summary, the majority of the participants are positive to the concept and welcome this 
initiative; encourages more opportunities to practice (and refine) the new system in 
INSARAG earthquake response exercises. 
 
The work of the OWG is now completed. As this new initiative moves forward, the key 
elements that have been agreed on will be taken on by the TL representatives to the 
GRG, together with the existing Working Groups and translated into the INSARAG 
Guidelines Volume II.   
 
Training materials and courses would need to be developed and gradually implemented. 
The feedback from the Team Leaders will take leadership in this regard, and so the 
concept can be progressively introduced to their respective teams. Close interaction with 
Team Leaders and other relevant stakeholders will continue so as to refine the new 
process. 
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(The outcomes of the Breakout discussions would be forwarded to the GRG, MWG and 
TWG for consideration) 

 
 

8. Experiential Sharing Sessions: 

The following technical topics were presented to the participants: 
 
• USGS PAGER Program (by The USGS) 
 
• Structural Assessment (by PUI France) 
 
• Unmanned Ground and Air Vehicles (by ICARUS) 
 
• Central American USAR Academy (by Costa Rica) 

 
The INSARAG Secretariat thanked all the presenters for their contributions. The 
respective presentations are available in the VO. 

 
 

9. Any Other Business 

a. Next Meeting 
 
Qatar offered to host the INSARAG Team Leaders Meeting in 2014.  
 
The date and venue of the 2014 meeting will be confirmed and announced by the 
INSARAG Secretariat at the beginning of 2014. 
 
b. Suggested Agenda Items for 2014 TL Meeting  
 
Participants provided suggestions for possible agenda items for the 2013 meeting as 
follows:  
 
• INSARAG Guidelines Revision for 2015 edition 
• USAR Coordination methodologies in earthquake response 
• USAR Capacity Building 
• Innovation and Technological Advancements in USAR 
 
The INSARAG Secretariat encouraged participants to submit further suggestions to the 
2014 agenda to the INSARAG Secretariat by 31 December 2013, for consideration. 
 
c. Other Remarks 
 
Representatives of the Gulf Cooperative Council (GCC) [Bahrain; Kuwait; Oman; Qatar; 
Saudi Arabia; United Arab Emirates] and Jordan have indicated that they will be 
establishing a GCCJ Subregional Group lead by the United Arab Emirates (UAE). The 
objectives of the cooperation is to increase regional interaction, streamline bilateral 
assistance during disasters and collaborate on training opportunities. This concept was 
discussed with Mr Terje Skavdal, Chief of FCSS, during the USAR Team leaders 
meeting who has given his support to the initiative. 
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10. Meeting Closure 

The INSARAG Secretariat, on behalf of OCHA and the international participants reiterated 
thanks to the host country, and USAR.NL for their warm hospitality and support to the 
meeting. 
 
The INSARAG Team Leaders Meeting 2013 adjourned on 18 September at 1715hrs. 

 
 
 
 
ANNEXES 
 

1 The list of participants (Annex A) 
 
2 The Meeting Agenda (Annex B)  
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Armenia  

Mr. Samvel Shahmuradyan 
Head of te Cycle Crisis Management State Academy 
MoES Armenia 
Mikoyan Street 108/9 
0054 Yerevan 
Republic of Armenia 
Tel: (+37410) 318715 
Mobile: (+374 91) 24 03 74 
Email: shah.sam73@gmail.com 
 

Australia  
Mr. Clayton Abel 
Deputy Manager Rescue USAR 
Rescue Section 
Fire and Rescue New South Wales 
Fire and Rescue New South Wales 
50 Lancaster Rd 
Ingleburn NSW 2567 
Australia 
Mobile: +61 407202441 
Email: clayton.abel@fire.nsw.gov.au 
 
Mr. John Cawcutt 
Chief Superintendent (Tasforce Leader) 
Queensland Fire & Rescue Service 
GPO Box 1425 Brisbane, QLD 4001 
Australia 
Tel: +61 7 3109 7785 
Fax: +61 7 3109  7785 
Mobile: +61437933292 
Email: john.cawcutt@dcs.qld.gov.au 
 
Mr. Paul James McGuiggan 
Chief Superintendent Fire Rescue NSW, Assistant 
Director Preparedness & Response 
Fire and Rescue New South Wales 
Fire and Rescue New South Wales 
213-217 Castlereagh St. 
PO Box A249, Sydney 1232 
Australia 
Tel: 926 52758 
Fax: + 61 2 97 42 73 80 
Mobile: 040 7953744 
Email: paul.mcguiggan@fire.nsw.gov.au 
 
Mr. Gary Picken 
Chief Superintendent (Tasforce Leader) 
New South Wales Fire Brigades 
PO Box A249 
Sydney South NSW 
Australia 
Tel: +61 2 9618 6045 
Fax: +61 2 9605 4011 
Mobile: +61 148 220 847 
Email: gary.picken@fire.nsw.gov.au 
 
Mr. Andrew Short 
USAR Task Force Leader 
Tel: 0414690668 
Mobile: 0414690668 
Email: andrew.short@dcs.qld.gov.au 
 
Mr. Brian Smart 
Manager Rescue Capability 
Fire and Rescue New South Wales 
213-217 Castlereagh St. 
PO Box A249, Sydney 1232 
Australia 
Tel: +61296051136 
Fax: + 61 2 97 42 73 80 
Mobile: +61488248058 
Email: brian.smart@fire.nsw.gov.au 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Mr. James Smith 
Deputy Commissioner 
Fire and Rescue NSW 
Tel: +61 02 9625 2927 
Fax: +61 02 9625 2980 
Mobile: +61 417 447 319 
Email: jim.smith@fire.nsw.gov.au 
 
Mr. Stephen Smith 
Manager Technical Rescue, Queensland Fire & 
Rescue Service.  Responsible for coordination of 
training and response of Queensland USAR 
Taskforce 1.  Operations Officer, Queensland USAR 
Taskforce 1. 
Queensland Fire & Rescue Service 
24, Corporate DR. Cannon Hill  
Q4170 
Australia 
Tel: +61 7 3909 4309 
Fax: +61 7 3909 4398 
Mobile: +61 414 262 437 
Email: StephenA.Smith@dcs.qld.gov.au 
 

Austria  
Mr. Markus Bock 
Senior Instruction Officer USAR 
Austrian Forces Disaster Relief Unit (AFDRU) 
2100 KORNEUBURG 
Platz der Eisenbahnpioniere 1 
Republic of Austria 
Tel: + 43 502013720430 
Mobile: + 43 664 12 14 767 
Email: markus.bock@gmx.at, 
markus.bock@bmer.gr.at 
 
Mr. Christian Schobel 
Deputy Commander 
SARUV Austria (Search And Rescue Unit 
Vorarlberg) 
SARUV Austria 
Vorarlberg Landesfeuerwehrverband  
Florianistraße 1  
6800 Feldkirch, 
Republic of Austria 
Mobile: 00436643414818 
Email: christian.schobel@saruv.at , 
christian.schobel@gmx.at 
 

Bangladesh  
Brigadier General Ali Ahmed Khan 
Director General 
Fire Service & Civil Defence Directorate 
38-46 Kazi Alauddin Road 
Dhaka-1000 
Peoples' Republic of Bangladesh 
Tel: 0088-02-9558880 
Fax: 0088-02-9565657 
Mobile: 0088-01730-002-321, 0088-01713-377-681 
Email: dgfire_service@yahoo.com 
 

Belarus  
Mr. Vitalii Shawchuk 
Head 
Republican Special Response Team of the Ministry 
for Emergency Situations 
78, Karvata str.,  
220139 
Minsk 
Republic of Belarus 
Tel: + 375172905410 
Fax: + 375172905420 
Email: tdn17gt@yandex.ru 
 
Mr. Dmitry Tkachuk 
Senior Officer of International Cooperation Office 

Annex A  
INSARAG USARA Team Leaders Meeting 

List of participants  
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Republican Special Response Team of the Ministry 
for Emergency Situations 
78, Karvata str.,  
220139 
Minsk 
Republic of Belarus 
Tel: +375 172 905402 
Fax: +375 172 905420 
Mobile: +37 52 91 2353 18 
Email: tdn17gt@yandex.ru 
 

Belgium  
Mr. Rik Telamon 
Team Leader 
B-FAST 
Langemuren 101 
9400 Ninoue 
Kingdom of Belgium 
Mobile: +32 49 727 7795 
Email: rik.telamon@ibz.fgov.be 
 

Chile  
Mr. Raúl Bustos Zavala 
SECRETARIO NACIONAL 
Coordinador Nacional Grupos USAR en Chile 
Bomberos de Chile 
Avenida  General  Bustamante 86 
Providencia 
Santiago de Chile 
Republic of Chile 
Tel: + 5628160000 
Fax: + 556-2-8160028 
Mobile: + 56-9-88396040 
Email: secretarionacional@bomberos.cl, 
rbustos@bomberos.cl 
 
Mr. Sebastian Mocarquer 
Captain 
USAR-Chile 
Don Carlos 2939 of 1007 
Santiago 
Republic of Chile 
Tel: + 5622320501 
Mobile: + 56 999391275 
Email: smocarquer@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Miguel Reyes Nuñez 
Presidente Nacional de Bomberos de Chile 
Junta de Bomberos de Chile 
Bustamante 84, Comuna de Providencia 
Republic of Chile 
Tel: + 562 81 60002 
Fax: + 562 81 60004 
Email: mreyes@bomberos.cl 
 

China  
Ms. Yan Yao 
Department of International Cooperation, China 
Earthquake Administration 
Fax: +86-10-68210995. 
Mobile: +86-10-88015581 
Email: yaoy@cea.gov.cn 
 
Mr. Guanghui Yin 
Deputy Director 
Earthquake Disaster Emergency Management 
(EDEM) 
China Earthquake Administration 
National Earthquake Response Support Service 
No. 1 West Yuquan Street, Shijingshan District, 
Beijing, 100049 
People's Republic of China 
Tel: +86 10 8801 6517 
Fax: +86 10 8801 5390 
Email: hpuzheng@gmail.com 
 

Costa Rica  

Mr. Walter Gerardo Fonseca Bonilla 
Jefe de Operaciones 
Comisión Nacional de Prevención de Riesgos y 
Atención de Emergencias 
INSARAG Operational Focal Point 
Comisión Nacional de Prevención de Riesgos y 
Atención de Emergencias 
Aeropuerto Tobías Bolaños 
Pavas, San José 
Costa Rica 
Tel: + 506 2210 2731/ + 506 2210 2732 
Fax: + 506 2296 3644 
Mobile: + 506 88957412 
Email: wfonseca@cne.go.cr, 
wfonsecabonilla@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Juan Carlos Mendez 
Departamento de Releaciones Internacionals y 
Cooperacion 
Comision Nacional de Prevencion de Riesgos y 
Atencion de Emergencias 
50m Norte del Aeropuerto Tobias Bolanos Pavas, 
San Jose 
Costa Rica 
Tel: +506 2210 2841 
Fax: +506 2296 5225 
Mobile: +506 8524 1073 
Email: jcmendez@cne.go.cr 
 

Czech Republic  
Mr. Radim Kuchar 
Fire Officer/Team leader of the USAR Team Fire 
Rescue Brigade of Moravian-Silesian Region 
Fire Rescue Brigade of Moravian-Silesian Region 
Vyskovicka 40, 700 30 Ostrava 
Czech Republic 
Tel: +420 950730316 
Mobile: +420 602557104 
Email: radim.kuchar@hzsmsk.cz 
 

Denmark  
Ms. Jacob Egelund Bolwinkel 
Head of USAR Dep. at DEMA Emergency Services 
College 
Danish Emergency Management Agency 
Norremarken 21 
DK-6360 Tinglev 
Denmark 
Tel: +4545906957 
Mobile: +4541619584 
Email: jeb@brs.dk 
 
Mr. Jan Olsen 
Senior Programme officer, international Division in 
DEMA (Danish Emergency Management Agency) 
Danish Emergency Management Agency 
Datavej 16 
DK 3460 - Birkerød 
Denmark 
Tel: +4545906000 
Fax: +45 4590 6060 
Mobile: +4526242598 
Email: jgo@brs.dk 
 

Estonia  
Mr. Gert Teder 
Duty Officer 
Estonian Rescue Board 
2 Raua 
10124 Tallinn 
Estonia 
Tel: + 37 2 5275643 
Fax: + 37 2 6282099 
Mobile: + 37 2 5275643 
Email: gert.teder@gmail.com 
 

Finland  
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Mr. Pekka Tiainen 
EU-MIC 
European Commission/MIC 
DG ECHO 
Brussels 
Kingdom of Belgium 
Tel: + 32471668286 
Mobile: + 32471668286 
Email: pekkatiainen@hotmail.com, 
Pekka.TIAINEN@ec.europa.eu 
 

France  
Mr. Bruno Besson 
Chief International Missions, S.S.F. 
Secouristes Sans Frontiere 
Lotissement le Bernadieu  
73610 Lepin Le Lac 
France 
Tel: + 33 6 8655 35 79 
Email: bruno.besson68@sfr.fr, bruno.besson@ssf-
france.org 
 
Mr. Philippe Besson 
Chief Fire and rescue 
Pompiers de l'urgence internationale 
2 Avenue Vincent Avriol 
87100 Limoges 
France 
Tel: + 33 555 128 031 
Fax: + 33 555 128 001 
Mobile: +33 6 1222 4854 
Email: pompiers.urgence@aliceadsl.fr 
 
Mr. Maxence Bloch 
Squad leader PUI USAR 
Mobile: +33608737975 
Email: maxence1@aol.com 
 
Mr. Thierry Cerdan 
Directeur général 
Secouristes Sans Frontières France 
Tel: 0667005921 
Mobile: 0667005921 
Email: cerdan.thierry@bbox.fr 
 
Mr. Remi Chassaing 
COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE 1ST 
BATAILLON OF THE FRENCH  CIVIL 
PROTECTION 
MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR 
Tel: +33237534600 
Fax: +33237534678 
Mobile: +33685119162 
Email: remi.chassaing@interieur.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Pierre De Villeneuve 
Chief of Staff of the 7th Civil Protection Military Unit 
French Civil Protection Department 
87 - 95 quai du Dr  
Dervaux 92600 Asnières sur Seine 
France 
Tel: +33 4 94 77 53 05 
Fax: +33 4 94 59 17 13 
 
Mr. Jonathan Gonzva 
Doctor inside the 1st Battalion of Civil Protection 
Tel: +33 2 37 53 46 37 
Mobile: +33 6 15 76 74 37 
Email: jonathan.gonzva@interieur.gouv.fr 
 
Mr. Bertrand Legrand 
French CBRN and Urban Search and Rescue 
National Response Team Leader 
Seventh Civil Safety Unit 
Tel: +33.4.94.77.53.75 
Mobile: +33.6.31.55.07.49 
Email: bertrand_legrand@hotmail.com 

 
Ms. Helene Marsaa 
Military medical officer in a french military civil 
protection unit 
France / TEC 11.1 Revinge 
Tel: +33494775371 
Fax: +33494775331 
Mobile: +33675854249 
Email: helene.marsaa@orange.fr 
 
Mr. Thierry Schlieselhuber 
member of french NGO "pompiers de l'urgence 
interantionale" 
Mobile: +33 6 11 58 02 51 
Email: thierry.schlieselhuber@wanadoo.fr 
 

Germany  
Mr. Johannes Gust 
Project Manager USAR 
@fire - International Disaster Response Germany 
Tel: +49 171 358 1870 
Fax: +49 5407 860646 
Email: j.gust@at-fire.de, ops@at-fire.de 
 
Ms. Mareike Illing 
ISAR Germany 
International Search and Rescue 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Strasse 291 
47533 
Duisburg 
Germany 
Tel: +49 203 39 34 29 91 
Fax: +49 203 39 34 29 92 
Mobile: +49 173 69 57 67 8 
Email: mareike.illing@isar-germany.de 
 
Mr. Ulf Langemeier 
Team Leader 
Rapid Deployment Unit for Search & Rescue 
(SEEBA) THW 
Heinrich-von-Brentano-Str. 1 
D-55130 Mainz 
Germany 
Tel: +49 6131 92970 
Fax: +49 6131 929 7290 
Mobile: +49 174 338 8010 
Email: ulf.langemeier@thw.de 
 
Mr. Michael Lesmeister 
International Search and Rescue 
Kaiser-Friedrich-Strasse 291 
47533 
Duisburg 
Germany 
Tel: +49 2825 539236 
Fax: +49 2825 539236 
Email: michael.lesmeister@isar-germany.de 
 
Mr. Jan Suedmersen 
@fire NGO 
Wildland Fire Fighting  
USAR 
Tel: 0049 5407 32365 
Fax: 0049 151 29110030 
Mobile: 0049 151 29110030 
Email: jansued@osnanet.de 
 
Mr. Irakli West 
Internationaler Katastrophenschutz Deutschland e.V. 
Tel: +49 170 276 2003 
Fax: +49 89 439 3125 
Mobile: +49 170 276 2003 
Email: i.west@at-fire.de 
 

Hungary  
Mr. György Hasko 
dtl. HUSZÁR Team 
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Tel: +3666549470 
Mobile: +36203339758 
Email: gyorgy.hasko@katved.gov.hu 
 
Lt.Col. Peter Jackovics 
Head of the Department for Operations Control - 
Hungarian National Directorate General for Disaster 
Management - Ministry of the Interior 
Team Leader of HUNOR 
National Direction General for Disaster Management 
Mogyorodi ut 43 
H-1149 Budapest 
Hungary 
Tel: +36 1 469 4152 
Fax: +36 1 469 4199 
Mobile: +36 320910 7425 
Email: hucivpro@katved.gov.hu 
, peter.jackovics@katved.hu 
 

Iceland  
Mr. Bjorn Thorvaldsson 
ICE-SAR Team Leader 
Tel: +354-565-4475 
Mobile: +354-820-4475 
Email: bthorvaldsson@gmail.com 
 

India  
Mr. Arjun Katoch 
Emergency and Disaster Management Advisor 
D-1/9 Vasant Vihar 
New Delhi - 110057 
India 
Tel: +91 11 4669 6380 
Mobile: +91 956 071 04 40 
Email: arjunkatoch@gmail.com 
 

IRO 
Mr. Wolfgang Hitsch 
Mag. 
International Rescue Dog Organization 
Moostrasse 32 
A-5020 Salzburg 
Republic of Austria 
Tel: +43 662 826 526 15 
Fax: +43 662 826526-20 
Mobile: +43 664 8873 8441 
Email: wolfgang.hitsch@iro-dogs.org 
 
Mr. Chris Pritchard 
Deputy Spokesperson for deployment 
International Rescue Dog Organisation (IRO) 
Moosstrasse 32 
5020 
Salzburg 
Republic of Austria 
Tel: + 43 662 826526 
Fax: + 43 662 82652620 
Email: chris.pritchard@iro-dogs.org 
 

Japan  
Dr. Jun-ichi Inoue 
USAR medical team manager 
Disaster Medical Centre 
National Hospital Organization 
Japan Disaster Relief Tea㹫 

3256 Midori-cho, Tachikawa,Tokyo, 190-0014 
Japan 
Tel: +81-42-526-5511 
Mobile: +81-90-2761-1381 
Email: inoue.jun1@ymail.com 
 
Mr. Yoshihisa Kasuya 
Director, Training Division, Secretariat of Japan 
Disaster Relief Team (JDR) 
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
5-25 Niban-cho Center Building, Chiyoda-Ku 
Tokyo 102-8012 

Japan 
Tel: +81352266494 
Mobile: +818013196179 
Email: Kasuya.Yoshihisa@jica.go.jp 
 
Mr. Tsukasa Katsube 
Information Management Advisor 
Secretariat of Japan Disaster Relief Team 
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
5-25 Niban-cho Center Building, Chiyoda-Ku 
Tokyo 102-8012 
Japan 
Tel: +81 3 5226 8397 
Fax: + 81 3 5226 6348 
Mobile: + 81 90 36338749 
Email: Katsube-Tsukasa.2@jica.go.jp, 
tsukasakatsube@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Masahiko Kobayashi 
Emergency Relief Coordination 
Disaster Relief Team Leader of Japan 
Humanitarian Assistance and Emergency Relief 
Division 
International Cooperation Bureau 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
2-2-1 Kasumigaseki  
100-8919 
Tokyo 
Japan 
Tel: + 81 3 5501 8000 (ex.2992) 
Fax: + 81 3 55018358 
Mobile: + 81 90 3009 1421 
Email: masahiko.kobayashi@mofa.go.jp 
 
Mr. Junko Nakaji 
Emergency Relief Division 
Training Division 
Secretariat of Japan Disaster Relief Team 
Japan International Cooperation Agency 
Nibansho Center Building 5-25 
Nibancho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo 102-8012 
Japan 
Tel: +81 3 5226 8397 
Fax: +81 3 5226 6348 
Mobile: +81-90-3135-9631 
Email: Nakaji.Junko@jica.go.jp, 
junkonakaji0511@gmail.com 
 

Jordan  
Mr. Aetf Alsbheen 
Jordan civil defense-jsrt jordan 
Chief Operation 
Tel: 00962775480800 
Fax: 00962775480800 
Mobile: 00962775480800 
Email: aetf1973@yahoo.com 
 
Ms. Hashem Obiedat 
Search and Rescue Team Leader, Jordan Civil 
Defence 
Tel: + 962 6 405 1812 
Fax: + 962 6 405 1812 
Email: eagleooo52@yahoo.com 
 

Korea, Republic of  
Mr. Jae Dong Hwang 
Head 
Technical Support Team 
National 119 Rescue Services 
190-2 Duksong-ri, Byulnae-myon 
Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do 
Republic of Korea 

 
 

Mr. Il Su Kim 
National 119 Rescue Service 
Tel: + 82315702036 
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Mobile: + 82 1022158834 
Email: aanghok@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Yongsang Kim 
International Program Coordinator 
Korea International Rescue Services 
190-2, Deoksong-ri, Byeollae-myeon 
Namyangju-si, Gyeonggi-do 472 812 
Republic of Korea 
Tel: +82 31 570 2085 
Fax: +82 31 529 1119 
Mobile: +82 10 2215 6634 
Email: unocha@nema.go.kr, sangnok@gmail.com 
 

Kuwait (The State of)  
Mr. Hamad Abdulrahman Alhadlaq 
Capital County Fire Chief 
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate 
P.O. Box 22228 
Safat 
Kuwait 13083 
Kuwait 
Tel: +965 22545171 
Fax: + 965 22527992 
Mobile: +965 99618119 
Email: alhadlaq@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Ayman Almufarreh 
Kuwait fire department 
captain & Team Leader  
in Kuwait technical rescue TEAM 
Kuwait Fire Department 
  
Kuwait 
Tel: +96555957755 
Fax: +96524823999 
Mobile: +96555957755 
Email: almofarreh@hotmail.com 
 

Lithuania (Republic of)  
Mr. Henrikas Baldauskas 
Senior Specialist of the Incident Management 
Division 
Operative Management Board, Fire and Rescue 
Department 
Ministry of the Interior  
18 Svitrigailos Street 
03223 Vilnius 
Republic of Lithuania 
Tel: +370 5 271 6889 
Fax: +370 5 271 6861 
Mobile: +370 676 390 92 
Email: henrikas.baldauskas@vpgt.lt 
 

Malaysia  
Mr. Mohd Halimi Taib 
Special Malaysia Disaster Assistance and Rescue 
Team (SMART) 
Tel: +603 80635909 
Mobile: +60192119777 
Email: halimi@mkn.gov.my 
 

Maroc (Royaume du)  
Mr. Aziz Touil 
Commander of the Mobile Intervention Unit 
Morocco Civil Protection 
Bd FOARAT CHOUHAD, Casablanca 
Morocco 
Tel: +212 6 61 39 28 71 
Fax: +212 5 22 62 02 85 
Email: Zinneddine2@gmail.com 
 

Netherlands  
Mr. Ronald Bier 
Liaison officer; emergency preparedness consultant 
USAR.NL 
Almstein 37 

3328MP 
Dordrecht 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 6537 95948 
Fax: +31 38 3767876 
Mobile: +31 6 5162 4495 
Email: r.bier@mindef.nl 
 
Ms. Sabrina Bijnsdorp 
Assistant Staff Officer Resources USAR.NL 
Tel: +31 79 330 4613 
Email: sabrina.bijnsdorp@ifv.nl 
 
Mr. Martijn Boer 
Staff Officer Resources USAR.NL 
HQ USAR NL 
Egelantiersgracht 8-3hg 
1015RL Amsterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31617068214 
Email: martijn.boer@vrh.nl 
 
Mr. Thomas Eckhardt 
Medical Manager Ambulanceservice 
USAR Netherlands 
Waldorpstraat 555 
ZIP Code: 2521 CK Den Haag 
The Netherlands 
Tel: + 31 652 098557 
Email: thomas.eckhardt@mka.vrh.nl 
 
Mr. Martin Evers 
Plv. Regionaal Brandweer Commandant/Directeur 
Brandweerzorg 
Plv. Landelijk Commandant USAR.NL 
Dep. National Commandander USAR.NL 
INSARAG Operations Focal Point 
Veiligheidsregio Haaglanden 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31888868014 
Mobile: +31655781004 
Email: martin.evers@brandweer.vrh.nl 
 
Mr. Robert Merkx 
Teamleader USAR-NL 
Tel: +31 104468201 
Fax: +31 104468299 
Mobile: +31 620420714 
Email: robertmerkx@home.nl 
 
Drs. Camille Michel 
Support Group Commander USAR.NL 
Tel: +316 29 59 33 97 
Mobile: +31629593397 
Email: c.b.a.michel@wxs.nl 
 
Mr. Sjaak (J.) Seen 
Chief Safety & Operations 
Department 
Fire Department, City of Rotterdam  
area 
Postbox 9152, 
3007 AD Rotterdam 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 10 446 86 76 
Fax: +31 10 446 89 19 
Mobile: +31 6 53 95 6001 
Email: j.seen@veiligheidsregio-rr.nl 
 
Mr. Anton Slofstra 
Teamleader USAR NL 
Ministry of Home Affairs 
Engelandlaan 374 
PO BOX 7112 
2701 AC Zoetermeer 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 79 33 04 604 
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Fax: +31 79 33 04 603 
Mobile: + 31 622 556 734 
Email: a.slofstra@rbzhz.nl 
 
Mr. Arjan Wessel Stam 
Team Leader 
USAR NL 
USAR Netherlands 
Voerstraat 16 2353 NS Leiderdorp 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 65 151 8338 
Mobile: +31651518338 
Email: arjan.stam@brandweer.vrhm.nl 
 
Mr. Johannes (Hans) van de Ven 
Ministry of Interior and Kingdom relations 
Command and Staff Group USAR.NL 
USAR Nethrlands 
Jan Gielenlaan 5 
5626 HN Eindhoven 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31613180796 
Fax: +31/40/2506143 
Email: Hans-vande.ven@minbuza.nl, 
meriannevandeven@yahoo.com ; 
JWR.vd.Ven@mindef.nl 
 
Mr. Huub Van Der Weide 
Deputy General Commander /Team Leader 
USAR.NL 
Almstein 37 
3328MP 
Dordrecht 
The Netherlands 
Tel: +31 6 5131 7053 
Fax: +3179 3304630 
Mobile: +31 6 5131 7053 
Email: hc.vdweide@planet.nl 
 

New Zealand  
Mr. Paul Burns 
Usar Task Force Leader 
Senior Station Officer,  
NZ Fire Service 
IEC Project Manager, Team Leader 
New Zealand Fire Service 
National Headquarters 
Level 9, 80 The Terrace 
PO Box 2133 
Wellington 
New Zealand 
Tel: +64 3 3490617 
Mobile: +64 27 2413104 
Email: paul.burns@fire.org.nz 
 
Mr. Stu Rooney 
National Operations Manager 
New Zealand Fire Service, 80 The Terrace, PO Box 
2133 | Wellington 
New Zealand 
Tel: +64 4 496 3603 
Mobile: +64 274 499 435 
Email: Sut.Rooney@fire.org.nz 
 
Mr. Gavin Travers 
Dip FLM L5, MNZFBI, GradCert (AppMgmt), 
National Advisor Operations (USAR), Area 
Commander 
New Zealand Fire Service, 80 The Terrace, PO Box 
2133 | Wellington 
New Zealand 
Tel: +64-4-496-3744 
Fax: +64-4- 496-3700 
Mobile: +64-21-605072 (cell) / +64-4-472-0981 
(home) 
Email: Gavin.travers@fire.org.nz 
 

Norway  
Mr. Ove Syslak 
Team Leader 
NORSAR 
Kneika 10 
1923 Sorum 
Norway 
Tel: +47 638 250 70 
Fax: +47 638 25089 
Mobile: +47 952 07608 
Email: ove@blatt.no 
 

OCHA 
Mr. Winston Wei Shen Chang 
Humanitarian Affairs Officer 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
Avenue de la Paix 8-14 
1202 Genève 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 917 1173 
Fax: +41 22 917 0023 
Mobile: +41 79 46 98588 
Email: changw@un.org 
 
Ms. Hanako Kataoka-Hafiz 
Programme Assistant, Field Coordination Support 
Section 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
Palais des Nations  
1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 022 917 2385 
Mobile: +41 76 691 0018 
Email: kataoka-hafiz@un.org 
 
Mr. Terje Skavdal 
Chief 
Field Coordination Support Section and INSARAG 
Secretary 
Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
Avenue de la Paix 8-14 
1202 Genève 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 917 1758 
Fax: +41 22 917 2203 
Mobile: +41 79 500 0085 
Email: skavdal@un.org, tskavdal@hotmail.com 
 

Oman (the Sultanate of)  
Mr. Saud Almaamari 
assist team leader of national search and rescue 
team 
Tel: +968 24514945 
Fax: +968 24511163 
Mobile: +968 99833337 
Email: leehbangt@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Mohammed Al-Mahmoodi 
Civil Defence Muscat 
P.O. Box 776 
Postal Code 131 
Muscat 
The Sultanate of Oman 
Tel: + 96899262424 
Email: mahmood_i@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Haitham Alsiyabi 
Search and Rescue Team in Civil Defense 
Tel: 0096824511104 
Fax: 0096824511366 
Mobile: 0096899234238 
Email: arab234@hotmail.com 
 

Poland  
Mr. Marcin Kedra 
Head of Section 
The National Headquarters of the State Fire Service 
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Podchorazych Street 38 
00463 Warsaw 
Poland 
Tel: +48 22 523 3090 
Fax: +48 22 523 3003 
Mobile: +48 697 721 772 
Email: mkedra@kgpsp.gov.pl 
 
Mr. Michael Langner 
Liason officer of USAR Poland 
International Rescue and Operational Reserves 
Section  
National Headquarter of the State Fire Service 
Tel: +48 22 523 3065 
Mobile: +48 507 096 836 
Email: mlangner@kgpsp.gov.pl 
 
Mr. Marcin Plotica 
State Fire Department 
USAR Teamleader, State Fire Service 
Tel: 42 6163 000 
Fax: 42 6163063 
Mobile: 502204777 
Email: m.plotica@straz.lode.pl, plotim@gamil.com 
 

Qatar  
Mr. Mubarak Sharidah M.M.  Al Kaabi 
Mobile: + 97455070003 
Email: qsar1@hotmail.com, qsart1@hotmail.com, 
 
Mr. Jassim M. Almass 
Mobile: + 97455070003 
Email: qsar1@hotmail.com, qsart1@hotmail.com, 
 
Mr. Abdulla Al-Mohannadi 
Commander search and rescue team 
Mobile: + 97455070003 
Email: qsar1@hotmail.com, qsart1@hotmail.com, 
 

Romania  
Mr. Vasile Pirtea 
USAR Team Leader Special Intervention Unit for 
Emergency Situations/ GIES/MAI 
General Inspectorate for Emergency Situations 
46, Banu Dumitrache street 
Sector 2 
Bucharest 023765 
Romania 
Tel: + 40 21 232 2021 
Fax: + 40 21 232 2021 
Email: pirtea.vasile@mai.gov.ro 
 

Russian Federation  
Mr. Alexander Kresan 
Head 
Siberian Regional SAR Team 
Ministry for Civil Defence and Emergencies 
(EMERCOM) Russia 
3, Teatralny, Proezd 
109012 
Moscow 
Russian Federation 
Tel: +7 495 626 3625 
Fax: +7 495 623 4229 
Email: avd_emercom@mail.ru 
 
Mr. Alexander Medvedenko 
Head of SAR Service 
Siberian Regional SAR Team 
EMERCOM of Russia 
Email: medved-emercom@mail.ru 
 
Mr. Alexander Romanov 
Head of Russian Airmobile Rescue Service 
Russian Airmobile Rescue Service 
Emercom of Russia. 
12 Mendeleev 

str Zhukovsky 
Moscow 140180 
Russian Federation 
Tel: +7 495 626 3625 / +7 495 556 27 65 
Fax: +7 495 742 35 56 
Mobile: +7 915 132 61 16 
Email: ralex17@yandex.ru 
 
Mr. Andrey Sorokin 
Head of SAR Service - Emercom of Russia 
EMERCOM of Russia 
3, Teatralny proezd 
Moscow 
Russian Federation 
Mobile: +7 926 147 10 59 
Email: s-a-sorokin77@yandex.ru 
 

Saudi Arabia  
Mr. Colonel Mishal Abdulgader Alshaikh 
Deputy Team Leader 
Civil Defence 
P.O. Box 59944 
Riyadh 11535 
Saudi Arabia 
Tel: + 966 123 09232/ 00966112304399 
Fax: + 966 123 18 098 
Mobile: + 966 505 498 592 
Email: Meshal_131@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Mohammed Almathal 
Search and rescue saudia arabia civil defence ( 
emergency forces ) Officer 
Saudi Arabia Civil Defence 
Postal Address: 
P. O. Box 59944 
Riyadh 
ZIP Code: 11535 
Saudi Arabia 
Tel: + 96612322495 
Fax: + 966112318098 
Mobile: + 966505458759 
Email: almathal1@hotmail.com 
 

Singapore  
Mr. Kadir Maideen Bin Mohamed 
Commander 2nd CD Divison 
Signapore Civil Defence Force 
1 Tampines Industrial Ave 3, #01-01 
Singapore 528777 
Tel: +65 6587 8300 
Fax: +65 6587 8318 
Mobile: +65-97866118 
Email: Kadir_MAIDEEN@SCDF.gov.sg, 
cosem.kadir@gmail.com, 
 

South Africa  
Mr. J.J. Dyssel 
Manager 
Fire Services Coordination 
Tel: +27 12 334 0403 
Fax: +27 86 535 1383 
Email: jurgensd@ndmc.gov.za 
 

Spain  
Ms. Annika Coll Eriksson 
Team Leader of ERICAM, Disaster Fast Response 
Group 
Bomberos Comunidad de Madrid 
Madrid 
Spain 
Tel: +34 915805371 
Fax: +34 915 805 276 
Mobile: +34 690633669 
Email: annika.coll@madrid.org 
 
Mr. Javier Moreno Miguel 
Team Leader SP USAR UME (medium). 
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MILITARY EMERGENCY UNIT. 
Tel: +34628171412 
Mobile: + 34628171412 
Email: jmormig@et.mde.es 
 

Sweden  
Mr. Carl-Johan Backstrom 
Swedish Civil Contingency Agency (MSB) 
Tel: +46 725109977 
Email: carl-johan.backstrom@msb.se 
 
Mr. Per-Anders Bertlin 
Consultant on Disaster Management 
Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency 
Operations Section 
SE-651 81 Karlstad 
Sweden 
Tel: +46 8 592 556 58 
Fax: +46 54 135600 
Mobile: +46 73 384 2874 
Email: pa@intops.se, paberthlin@hotmail.com 
 
Mr. Anders Fridborg 
Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency (MSB) 
Tel: +46 708-562136 
Email: anders.fridborg@uppsala.se 
 

Switzerland  
Mr. Urs Amiet 
Programme Officer 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland 
(FDFA) 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
SDC 
Humanitarian Aid and SHA  
Sägestrasse 77 (Koeniz), 3003 Berne 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 31 323 1587 
Fax: +41 31 324 1694 
Mobile: +41 79 560 5290 
Email: urs.amiet@eda.admin.ch, 
urs_amiet@hotmail.com 
 
Ambassador Manuel Bessler 
Head of the Humanitarian Aid Department 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
SDC 
Swiss Humanitarian Aid 
Sägestrasse 77 CH-3003 Bern Switzerland 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 31 322 35 61 
Fax: +41 31 324 16 94 
Email: manuel.bessler@eda.admin.ch 
 
Mr. Mario Simaz 
Programme Officer, Responsible for Swiss USAR 
Team 
Federal Department of Foreign Affairs of Switzerland 
(FDFA) 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
SDC 
Humanitarian Aid and SHA  
Sägestrasse 77 (Koeniz), 3003 Berne 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 31 3251202 
Email: mario.simaz@eda.admin.ch 
 
Mr. Simon Tschurr 
Programme Officer, Responsible for USAR Capacity 
Building 
Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation 
SDC 
Humanitarian Aid and SHA 
Tel:  +41 31 322 3995 
Fax: +41 31 324 1694 
Mobile:  
Humanitarian Aid and SHA 

Email: simon.tschurr@eda.admin.ch 
 

Turkey  
Mr. Cem Behar 
Team Leader 
GEA Search and Rescue Team 
Icadiye Mahallesi, Makastar Sokak, No.13PK, 34674 
Uskudar - Istanbul 
Turkey 
Tel: + 902 16 3424848 
Fax: + 902 16 3424949 
Mobile: + 905327763196 
Email: cem@gea.org.tr / cembehar@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Kadir Erkan 
GEA SAR Team Turkey, Team Leader 
Tel: + 90 216 342 48 48 
Fax: + 90 216 342 49 49 
Mobile: + 90 535 971 38 44 
Email: kadir_erkan@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Ukraine  
Mr. Sergii Lavrynenko 
Head, Mobil Rescue Center 
MoES Ukraine 
55a, Gonchara str, 
Kiev-30 
Ukraine 
Tel: + 38 044 2233 955 
Fax: + 38 044 2233 977 
Mobile: + 38 067 465 74 01 
Email: lavrinenko@mns.gov.ua, mrc. 
kviv@mns.gov.ua, lavrinenko@mns.gov.ua 
 

United Arab Emirates  
Lt Colonel Mohamed J. Al-Ansari 
UAE Focal Point 
Abu Dhabi Police 
P.O. Box 6883, Almroor St. 
Abu Dhabi 
United Arab Emirates 
Tel: +971-2 557 1997 
Fax: +971 2 557 1644 
Mobile: +971-50-6227733 
Email: al_ansari_m@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Khalid Ibrahim Mohammed Al-Hammadi 
Dubai police 
Tel: + 971 50 189 88 00 
Email: kinussain@dubaipolice.gov.ae, 
ismalidgtr@yahoo.com 
 
Mr. Trevor Glass 
Consultant, USAR UAE 
Mobile: +971 562 683 889 
Email: trevorglass00@gmail.com 
 
Mr. Mohammed Ismail Abdulla Mohd 
Dubai Police - UAE SAR 
DUBAI-UAE, P.O. Box 1493 
United Arab Emirates 
Tel: + 971 42134210 
Fax: +971 4 2171360 
Mobile: + 971 55 5355520 
Email: mohammed.haj-1977@hotmail.com 
 

United Kingdom  
Mr. Tack Baldwin 
USAR Technician 
S.A.R.A.I.D 
Tel: +44 7765336252 
Mobile: +447765336252 
Email: tackbaldwin@btinternet.com 
 
Mr. Peter Alec Crook 
INSARAG Operations Working Group Member and 
UKISAR Team Leader 
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United Kingdom 
Mobile: +447918 888001 
Email: peter.crook@hantsfire.gov.uk 
 
Mr. Gary Francis 
SARAID, National Director 
c/o 24 The Street, Bridgham 
Norfolk NR16 2RY 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 1953 718732 
Mobile: +44 7803 196181 
Email: gary.francis@saraid.org.uk 
 
Mr. Christopher (Kris) Hurley 
SARAID 
Tel: + 441784880033 
Mobile: + 447974340989 
Email: kris.hurley@saraid.org.uk 
 
Mr. Sean Moore 
Team Leader UK ISAR 
National Resilience Team 
Fire Service College 
Moreton-in-Marsh, Gloucestershire 
GL 56 ORH 
United Kingdom 
Mobile: +44 7585 779826 
Email: smoore@fireresilience.org.uk 
 
Mr. David Ramscar 
UKISAR National Lead 
Chief Fire Officer 
UKISAR 
United Kingdom 
Tel: + 441522582205 
Fax: +441522582239 
Mobile: +447799110432 
Email: Dave.ramscar@lincol.fire-uk.org 
 
Mr. Simon Woodmore 
SARAID, Team Manager 
Tel: 0207 783 2815 
Mobile: 07717 807995 
Email: Simon.Woodmore@lond-amb.nhs.uk 
 

United States of America  
Mr. John Boyle 
Battalion Chief,  Team Leader 
Los Angeles County Fire Department, USA-2 
2951 Los Olivos Lane, La Crescenta, CA, 91214  
USA 
Tel: +1 818-249-6631 
Fax: +1 818-249-6590 
Mobile: +1 818-424-2877 
Email: jboyle@fire.lacounty.gov 
 
Mr. Troy Flath 
Tel: +1 818-890-5700 
Mobile: +1 909-732-7705 
Email: tflath@fire.lacounty.gov 
 
Mr. Ramiro H. Galvez 
Fire Captain 
 Advisor to the Chairman  
INSARAG Americas Chairman Advisory Group 
Fairfax County’s Office of the  Fire Marshal 
4600 West Ox Road, Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
United States of America 
Tel: + 1 703-246-3994 
Fax: + 1 703 803 2119 / +1 703-293-9476 
Mobile: + 1 571 221 1045 
Email: ramiro.galvez@fairfaxcounty.gov 
 
Mr. Samuel Gray 
Tel: 703.786.9577 

Email: Samuel.gray@fairfaxcountry.gov 
 
Dr. Anthony Macintyre 
Medical Director 
Fairfax County Urban Search & Rescue 
4600 West Ox Road, Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
United States of America 
Tel: +1 703 815 55 23 
Fax: +1 202 741 2921 
Mobile: +1 202 210 46 99 
Email: macintyr@gwu.edu, macintyre@gwu.edu 
 
Mr. Dewey Hindman Perks 
Field Coordinator 
INSARAG Operational Focal Point 
Disaster Resources Unit 
U.S. Agency for International Development 
1300 Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. 
Washington, DC 20523-8602 
United States of America 
Tel: +1 202.712.5316 
Fax: +1 202.216.3191 
Mobile: +1 703.981.5345 
Email: dperks@usaid.gov 
 
Mr. Pat Rohaley 
Rescue Team/Operations Manager USAID/OFDA 
USAR Team 2 (Los Angeles County Fire Dept. 
USAR) 
1001 Bluestone River Way 
Bakersfield, Ca.   
93311 
United States of America 
Tel: +1 323.434.5207 
Fax: +1.818.890.5740 
Mobile: +1 661-4773036 
Email: prohaley@fire.lacounty.gov 
 
Mr. Charles Ryan 
Task Force Leader (VATF-1/USA-1) 
Tel: +1 703-246-3986 
Fax: +1 703-273-4830 
Mobile: +1 571-249-0266 
Email: Chuck.Ryan@fairfaxcounty.gov 
 
Mr. Michael Schaff 
Battalion Chief, Programme Manager 
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Department 
4600 West Ox Road 
Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
United States of America 
Tel: +1-703-8030205 
Fax: +1703 803 2119 
Mobile: +1-571-722-7046 
Email: michael.schaff@fairfaxcounty.gov 
 
Mr. David Jay Wald 
USA Geologial Survey 
Tel: + 303 273 8441 
Mobile: + 303 638 6000 
Email: wald@usgs.gov 
 

WHO 
Mr. Rudi Coninx 
Emergency Risk Management and Humanitarian 
Response 
World Health Organization 
Avenue Appia 20, 1211 - Genève 27 
Switzerland 
Tel: +41 22 791 4582 
Fax: +41 22 791 48 44 
Mobile: +41 79 619 8527 
Email: coninxr@who.int 
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AGENDA  

15 September 2013 (Sunday) :  
Time Event  Responsible  
Whole day Arrival of INSARAG USAR Team Leaders Meeting Participants 

and Registration  
Host Country 
 

2000 Welcome Reception (casual attire)  at The Steigenberger 
Kurhaus Hotel 

Host Country 

 
 
16 September 2013 (Monday): USAR Tea m Leaders Meeting  
Time Event  Responsible  
0800-0900 Registration open for participants Host Country 
0900-0930 Official Opening:  

 
- Mr. Jozias van Aartsen, Mayor of The Hague  
- Mr. Joost Andriessen, Director Humanitarian Affairs 

of The Ministry of International Trade and 
Development 

- Mr. Peter Bos, National Commander USAR.NL 
- Terje Skavdal, INSARAG Secretariat 
-  

Host Country 
 

0930-0945 Group photo 
 

Host Country  

0945-1015 Coffee Break 
1015-1045 Participants Introduction and Adoption of the Agenda 

 
INSARAG Secretariat  
 

1045-1145 Update of INSARAG activities in 2012/2013  INSARAG Secretariat  
 

1145-1215 INSARAG Working Group Updates: 
- Training Working Group (TWG) 
- Medical Working Group (MWG) 

 

INSARAG Working Groups 
Chairs or Representatives 
 

1215-1330  Lunch 
1330-1500 INSARAG External Classification and Reclassification Process: 

- Updates 
- Lessons from IEC Team (Hungary, China, Chile, 

Singapore), IEC Team Leaders, Classifiers, Mentors 
- IER Review Discussion  

 

INSARAG Secretariat and 
Facilitators 

1500-1530 Coffee Break 
1530-1730 INSARAG Operations Working Group (OWG)  

- Update New USAR Coordination Methodology  
 

INSARAG OWG 
 

1800 Adjourn INSARAG Secretariat 
 Dinner (own arrangements)  Participants 
 
 
17 September 2013 (Tuesday): USAR Team Leaders Meet ing  
Time Event  Responsible  
0900-1000 INSARAG Guidelines Review Process 

- Update by the GRG Chairman and GRG Members 
 

Amb Manuel Bessler and GRG 

1000-1030 Coffee Break  
1030-1130 INSARAG Guidelines Review  

- Breakout Group Discussions (focusing on technical 
issues) 

 

INSARAG Guidelines Review 
Group  
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1130-1430 Social/Cultural Event including packed Lunch  
 

 

1430-1530 INSARAG Guidelines Review 
- Summary of Discussions and Recommendations to 

GRG 
 

INSARAG Guidelines Review 
Group  

1530-1600 Coffee Break  
1600-1730 INSARAG Operations Working Group (OWG)  

- New USAR Coordination Methodology  
- Breakout Group Workshops (continued) 

 

INSARAG OWG 
 

1730 Adjourn INSARAG Secretariat 
1845 Informal Barbecue  

 
Host Country 

 
 
18 September 2013 (Wednesday): USAR Team Leaders Me eting  
Time Event  Responsible  
0900-1030 New USAR Coordination Methodology  

- Breakout Group Workshops (continued) 
 

INSARAG OWG 
 

1030-1100 Coffee Break 
1100-1230 New USAR Coordination Methodology  

- Breakout Group Workshops (continued) 
- Summing up of Recommendations  

 

INSARAG OWG 
 

1230-1400 Lunch 
1400-1545 Experiential Sharing: 

- USGS PAGER Program by USGeological Survey 
Golden 

- Structural Assessment by Pompier Urgence 
International, France 

- Unmanned Ground and Air Vehicles by Belgium 
First-Aide and support team 

- Central American USAR Academy by Costa Rica 
 

Respective Presenters 
 

1545-1615 Coffee Break 
1615-1630 Any Other Business 

- Identification of proposed agenda items and venue for 
INSARAG TL meeting 2014 

 

INSARAG Secretariat  

1630-1700 Development of Key Outcomes of the Meeting 
(The Chairman Summary will be prepared by the Secretariat 
and sent to participants in the days following the meeting) 
 

INSARAG Secretariat 
  

1700-1715 Closure of the Meeting INSARAG Secretariat 
 

 Dinner (own arrangements)   Participants 
 

 
19 September 2013 (Thursday):  
Time Event  Responsible  
Whole day INSARAG USAR Team Leaders Meeting Participants Departure Host Country 

 
 
 


